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LESSON FOCUS: Be holy as God is holy.

The Ordination of Priests

Erica shifted in her chair again. She was uncomfortable. 
She was sitting in the hospital cafeteria with two other 

coworkers from the radiology department. 
Erica didn’t mind when Sarah sat down, but when 

Rebecca spotted them, Erica had become a little deflated. 
Rebecca loved to gossip.

Erica never participated in these conversations, but she 
came to realize that it wasn’t enough. She had politely 
tried to steer the conversations elsewhere to no avail. 
Besides, Erica had been talking to Sarah about the Lord.

“I’m sorry, ladies,” Erica said, as she gathered up her 
tray, “I’m going to head out.”

“Where are you going?” inquired Rebecca. “We have a 
whole 20 minutes left for lunch.” 

“Yes, I know,” Erica said. “I’m going to find a quiet 
place and read.” She pulled her book out of her bag and 
showed it to the two women.

“What’s that?” Rebecca asked.
“It’s a Christian devotional,” replied Erica. “I can bring 

you one if you like.”
“Oh no, that’s okay,” said Rebecca.
“Erica?” Sarah said, as she also moved to get up. “Mind 

if I go with you?”
As the two women were walking out, Erica turned 

to Sarah, “I’m sorry, but I just had to leave. God is not 
pleased with me listening to and contributing to gossip.”

1. Why is it important that God makes us holy and 
set apart?

2. In what ways have you seen God’s holiness in your 
life?

3. How have you seen God work through you to bring 
change to the world around you?
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Consecration of the Priests
Exodus 29:1–9 KJV
1 And this is the thing that 

thou shalt do unto them to hal-
low them, to minister unto me 
in the priest’s office: Take one 
young bullock, and two rams 
without blemish, 2 And unleav-
ened bread, and cakes unleav-
ened tempered with oil, and 
wafers unleavened anointed 
with oil: of wheaten flour shalt 
thou make them. 3 And thou 
shalt put them into one basket, 
and bring them in the basket, 
with the bullock and the two 
rams. 4 And Aaron and his 
sons thou shalt bring unto the 
door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation, and shalt wash 
them with water. 5 And thou 
shalt take the garments, and 
put upon Aaron the coat, and 
the robe of the ephod, and the 
ephod, and the breastplate, and 
gird him with the curious girdle 
of the ephod: 6 And thou shalt 
put the mitre upon his head, 
and put the holy crown upon 
the mitre. 7 Then shalt thou 
take the anointing oil, and pour 
it upon his head, and anoint 
him. 8 And thou shalt bring his 
sons, and put coats upon them. 
9 And thou shalt gird them with 
girdles, Aaron and his sons, 
and put the bonnets on them: 

Exodus 29:1–9 NIV
1 “This is what you are to do 

to consecrate them, so they 
may serve me as priests: 
Take a young bull and two 
rams without defect. 2 And 
from the finest wheat flour 
make round loaves without 
yeast, thick loaves without 
yeast and with olive oil 
mixed in, and thin loaves 
without yeast and brushed 
with olive oil. 3 Put them 
in a basket and present 
them along with the bull 
and the two rams. 4 Then 
bring Aaron and his sons 
to the entrance to the tent 
of meeting and wash them 
with water. 5 Take the gar-
ments and dress Aaron with 
the tunic, the robe of the 
ephod, the ephod itself and 
the breastpiece. Fasten the 
ephod on him by its skill-
fully woven waistband. 6 Put 
the turban on his head and 
attach the sacred emblem 
to the turban. 7 Take the 
anointing oil and anoint him 
by pouring it on his head. 
8 Bring his sons and dress 
them in tunics 9 and fasten 
caps on them. Then tie sash-
es on Aaron and his sons. 
The priesthood is theirs by a 
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and the priest’s office shall 
be theirs for a perpetual stat-
ute: and thou shalt consecrate 
Aaron and his sons.

Exodus 28–29 says to clothe and consecrate Aaron and his 
sons as priests for the people. In the ancient world, priests 
had the job of mediating between humans and the world 
of heaven. For Israel—a whole nation of priests (Ex. 19:6, 
see Lesson 1)—special clothing would give Israel’s own 
priests dignity and honor in the eyes of others, and—more 
importantly—it would prepare them for the weighty task 
of approaching God’s holiness. The priests would be ritu-
ally set apart for divine service, down to their clothes and 
appearance. God is expressing a desire to dwell among 
His people because of His faithful love, and to meet with 
them.

Moses would instruct the Israelites to bring a young 
bull and two rams without any defects, along with unleav-
ened bread mixed with oil (Ex. 29:1–2). These offerings, 
which remind us of the bread of Passover, were to be 
prepared and placed inside a “basket” (v. 3), almost like 
how we might wrap a gift. Aaron and the priests would 
then approach the tent of meeting, for they alone among 
the people shall enter. The priests are washed and clothed 
for their work, with a tunic, robe, ephod, and breastpiece 
(v. 5). The ephod was an ornate vest with shoulder pieces, 
precious stones, and fine gold chains (Ex. 28:6–14). Both 
the ephod and breastpiece contained engraved stones 
naming all the tribes of Israel, a “continuing memorial 
before the Lord” (Ex. 28:29). Each time that God would 
look upon the high priest, God would be reminded of His 
covenant and His promises.

Finally, a turban would be placed on Aaron’s head, and 
a sacred crest or medallion tied on the turban (v. 6). Moses 
would pour anointing oil on Aaron, setting him apart for 
his sacred duties. Then Moses would bring Aaron’s sons 
to the entrance of the tent, ready for their work.

lasting ordinance.
“Then you shall ordain 

Aaron and his sons.
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4. What is the job of Aaron and the other priests?

5. What offerings did the Israelites need to bring to the 
tabernacle entrance before readying the priests?

6. What do the priests’ garments represent about their 
role among the Israelites?

Consecration of the Altar
Exodus 29:35–37 KJV
35 And thus shalt thou do unto 

Aaron, and to his sons, according 
to all things which I have com-
manded thee: seven days shalt 
thou consecrate them. 36 And thou 
shalt offer every day a bullock for 
a sin offering for atonement: and 
thou shalt cleanse the altar, when 
thou hast made an atonement 
for it, and thou shalt anoint it, to 
sanctify it. 37 Seven days thou 
shalt make an atonement for the 
altar, and sanctify it; and it shall 
be an altar most holy: whatsoever 
toucheth the altar shall be holy.

At the entrance of the tent of God’s sacred presence, 
Aaron and his sons would offer a bull as a “sin offering” 
(v. 36). Leviticus 4:1–35 gives more details about this sac-
rifice, which seeks purification from sin. Leviticus 4:3 says 
that this is required when “the anointed priest sins.” Even 
the priests—those who had been selected by God, ritu-
ally washed and anointed, and clothed in the finest gar-
ments—would offer sacrifices for their own guilt, as well 
as the ignorant sins of the community (see Lev. 4:13, 22).

Then God directs Moses and the Israelites to “conse-
crate” (KJV) or “ordain” (NIV) these priests, which are 
translations for the Hebrew that means “fill their hands” 

Exodus 29:35–37 NIV
35 “Do for Aaron and his 

sons everything I have 
commanded you, taking 
seven days to ordain them. 
36 Sacrifice a bull each day 
as a sin offering to make 
atonement. Purify the altar 
by making atonement 
for it, and anoint it to 
consecrate it. 37 For seven 
days make atonement for 
the altar and consecrate 
it. Then the altar will be 
most holy, and whatever 
touches it will be holy.
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(v. 35). Part of the ceremony includes placing a portion of 
the sacrifice into the hands of the priests as a symbol of 
their role and responsibility to serve in the tabernacle.

In this text, God requests a sacrifice for atonement for 
seven consecutive days (v. 37). The number seven signi-
fies completeness and wholeness. Just as God created a 
good world and rested on the seventh day, God is creating 
a nation of chosen people and giving them a way to seek 
forgiveness for sin. The priests would be cleansed, and the 
altar would also be ceremonially set apart from any cor-
ruption. Objects which were created for service to God, 
like an altar, could be polluted by sin and improper use. 
To be an effective tool for seeking forgiveness, the altar 
would need to remain holy, and a weeklong ritual of sac-
rifice ensured that the priestly representatives would find 
favor with God, who would welcome their worship. In a 
surprising turn, anyone or anything that came in contact 
with the altar would be considered “holy” (v. 37).

7. What is the purpose of the “sin offering” mentioned 
in verse 36?

8. For what purpose does God request seven days of 
sacrifices?

A modern artist has  
imagined what the twelve 
precious stones on Aaron’s 
ephod might have looked 
like, each inscribed with a 
name of a tribe of Israel (as 
the language might have 
been written in the days of 
Moses). Most people could 
not enter the tabernacle, but 
the priest would enter on 
their behalf, wearing their 
names on his chest.
Artwork: Philip De Vere
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Reflection of the Great High Priest
When I was a teenager, people often described being set 

apart as a specific set of “don’t” rules: don’t dress a certain 
way, don’t listen to certain music, and don’t watch certain 
movies. Being set apart and holy was something I could 
only define by what I wasn’t: I wasn’t like the rest of the 
world. Or so I thought.

But that only sets us apart from the culture where 
we find ourselves. I was a homeschooled girl living in 
California, and I didn’t know the latest pop culture refer-
ences. But I don’t think that made me holy.

I’m still learning what it means to live as one made holy 
by Christ’s sacrifice. I’ve learned that being “set apart” 
isn’t just a list of cultural prohibitions. I want the holiness 
of God to mark out what I do, not just what I avoid. Jesus’ 
death was the one sacrifice I needed: I don’t need to be 
consecrated in the same way as Aaron and his sons. Jesus 
has saved me, and He is making me holy.

So I want to live like Jesus is most important in my life. 
And I want to have unfathomable joy, even in a world 
filled with darkness. I want to be kind to my neighbor, 
even though a person might be uncharitable to me. I 
want to praise Jesus, even when I feel embarrassed at the 
thought of sharing my voice.

Sure, there are plenty of things that I avoid. But I want 
holiness to be visible by what I say and do. So that is my 
prayer: to live according to what Jesus has done for me, 
and what He is continuing to do.

9. How has Jesus’ sacrifice altered the ways that we 
think about sin and holiness?

10. How should believers, followers of Christ, look dif-
ferent from the world?

11. How might holiness include the things that we 
actively do, not just what we avoid?
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Surrender to God’s Holiness
While their garments and rituals set the priests apart, 

what sets today’s believer apart is not any outward attire 
but a heart clothed in Christ’s righteousness.

 ➤ Identify behaviors or attitudes that you have not surren-
dered to God. Have you been seeking only the good of others 
and placing their needs above your own? Take some time this 
week to write a prayer of confession for any ways that you 
have fallen short of God’s holiness. You might find it helpful 
to contact a friend, mentor, or your group leader to ask for 
support as you seek God’s holiness in these areas.

 
 

KEY VERSE
And thou shalt gird them with girdles, Aaron and his sons, and 
put the bonnets on them: and the priest’s office shall be theirs for 
a perpetual statute: and thou shalt consecrate Aaron and his sons.
 —Exodus 29:9 KJV

Fasten caps on them. Then tie sashes on Aaron and his sons. The 
priesthood is theirs by a lasting ordinance. “Then you shall ordain 
Aaron and his sons.” —Exodus 29:9 NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK’S LESSON
Week of March 17 through March 23

(See The Quiet Hour and Cross devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. 1 Peter 2:1–5—Building a Spiritual House.
Tues. Psalm 141—Prayer like Incense.
Wed. 2 Corinthians 2:12–17—The Fragrance of Knowing Christ.
Thurs. Zephaniah 3:14–20—God’s Delight.
Fri. Romans 12:1–8—A Holy and Acceptable Sacrifice.
Sat. Romans 12:9–21—Worship through Loving Genuinely.
Sun. Leviticus 1:3–17—An Acceptable Offering.


